
Foundations for the Christian Life
Lesson 1 -  Our Vision

OUR VISION:  BUILDING A BIBLICALLY BASED, CHRIST CENTERED, CARING

COMMUNITY
 
Purpose: To understand the vision and mission of BRCC                                  
Habakkuk 2:2  “Then the LORD replied: ‘Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a
herald may run with it.’”
 
 
I. THE IMPORTANCE OF VISION
 

Proverbs 29:18  “Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; but blessed is he who keeps
the law.”
 
1 Corinthians 9:26  “Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man
beating the air.”

 
Vision is important to a local church for four reasons:

 
A. It tells us where we are going so that we can plan to get there.
 
B. It helps us to stay on track and measure progress.
 
C. It is a compelling picture of a preferable future that inspires us to serve.
 
D. It unites us around a higher purpose, protecting us against self-centeredness and helping us through

challenging times.
 
 
II.  OUR VISION
 

Our church believes that we are called to know Jesus Christ and to make Him known to others.  In order
to do this we have developed a vision which provides the goals that every activity we initiate must seek
to fulfill.  This vision is that Bay Ridge Christian Church and all of her ministries are to be biblically
based, Christ centered, and aimed at developing a caring community.
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A.  Bible based
 

Bay Ridge Christian Church is a Bible based church.  All of our ministry must be based on the
Scripture.  We believe the Bible is the inspired, inerrant Word of God, and that it alone is the final
rule for the faith and practice of individual believers and the Church.  While we value the tradition of
Church history, and the opinions of godly men and women, only the teaching of the Scripture is
binding on the heart and conscience of the Church.
 
John 17:17 “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.”
 
Matthew 15:6b “Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition.”
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good
work.”
 
This also means that the teaching of the Scripture has a vital place in the ministry of our Church.  We
believe the careful exposition of the biblical text is one of the greatest needs in the Church today.
 Therefore we devote ourselves to the study and observance of the Word, and to teaching it in the
Church.
 
Ezra 7:10 “For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the LORD, and
to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.”
 
1 Timothy 4:13 “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to
teaching.”
 
2 Timothy 4:2-5 “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when men will not
put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great
number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from
the truth and turn aside to myths.       5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do
the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.”
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Finally, this also means that we encourage everyone in the Church to be a student of the Word of
God.  We believe that God commends those who do not simply accept what they are told, even by
respected Church leaders, but have the integrity to examine the Scriptures for themselves and see if
the message is biblical.
 
Acts 17:11 “Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received
the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was
true.”



Acts 17:11 “Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received
the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was
true.”
 
Isaiah 8:20 “To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they have
no light of dawn.”
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.  Christ Centered
 

Bay Ridge Christian Church is a Christ centered community.  This means that our focus as a church
is on Christ Himself.  This is appropriate because Christ’s Person and work are central to biblical
revelation.
 
John 5:39 “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal
life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me.”
 
Luke 24:27 “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in
all the Scriptures concerning himself.”
 
Luke 24:44 “He said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.’”
 
2 Timothy 3:15 “… from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”
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This means that although we believe that involvement in the affairs of the community, social
activities for people in the church and discussion regarding the issues of our day are important and
have a place in the life of the church, the central focus must always be Christ Himself.  No other
activities or issues must shift our primary focus from Christ Himself.
 
Colossians 2:6-10 “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7

rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with
thankfulness. 8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which
depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 9 For in
Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness in Christ,
who is the head over every power and authority.”
 

Teaching Tapes Available for Further Study on Being Biblically Based:
 
Christ, His Word and His People – January 3, 1999 
Revelation Preserved: The Word of God – February 5, 1995
The Apostles Doctrine: The Word of God – April 14, 1996 
Letting the Word Dwell Richly at BRCC - June 29, 1997 



Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness in Christ,
who is the head over every power and authority.”
 
Additionally, this means that while we affirm the importance of various roles for church leaders, the
focus is never to be on the leaders, but on Christ.  He is the Great Shepherd of the Sheep,  the Head
of the Church and the One True foundation on which the Church is built.

 
Hebrews 13:20 “May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for
doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be
glory for ever and ever.  Amen.”

 
Colossians 1:18 “And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn
from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.”
 
1 Corinthians 3:11 “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is
Jesus Christ.”
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C.  Caring Community


We believe that the Church is meant to be more than a group of people who come together one time a
week.  Rather, it is to be a community of people experiencing the life of Jesus Christ together in all of
life.  Therefore, we do all we can to encourage the building of close relationships between the
members of our church.  Through the use of fellowship dinners, periodic special events and
especially small group meetings, we seek to build a strong sense of community in the church.
 
These relationships are absolutely critical to the process of true discipleship.  In the Scripture we are
commanded to encourage one another, spur one another on to love and good deeds and to practically
care for one another.  Yet, these things can only happen as we build close relationships with one
another.
 
Hebrews 3:13 “But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you
may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.”
 
Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage
one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

Teaching Tapes Available for Further Study on Being Christ Centered:
 
Christ, His Word and His People – January 3, 1999 
The Central Plot of Scripture – January 24, 1999 
Christ: The Key to God’s Covenant – July 18, 1999 



 
Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage
one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
 
Galatians 6:2 “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”
 
 
 
 
 
 

III.  OUR PURPOSE
 

If we are to accomplish our vision of being biblically based, Christ centered, and a caring community
of believers, we must follow the biblical pattern for ministry.  Simply put, we believe this includes
three main purposes or functions for the local church: worship, discipleship, and outreach.  We will
now take a brief look at each of these.
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A. Worship
 

The church is called to worship God.  In fact, the chief goal and purpose of life is to glorify God.  It
is in this that we will find our true fulfillment.  This means that the church does not primarily exist
for the needs of its members, but to glorify and worship God.  Therefore it is critical that we develop
a vital life of worship as individuals and as a community of believers.
 
1 Corinthians 10:31 “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”
 
Psalm 95:1-7 “Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
2 Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.  3 For the LORD is
the great God, the great King above all gods. 4 In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the
mountain peaks belong to him. 5 The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.  6

Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; 7 for he is our God and
we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.”  
 
Ephesians 5:19-20 “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make
music in your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
 
Revelation 15:3b-4 “Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your
ways, King of the ages.     4 Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you
alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been
revealed.”
 
In the Scripture, worship arises from a heart in love with God, and is expressed through the body.

Teaching Tapes Available for Further Study on Fellowship:
 
Fellowship: A Means of Grace – April 28, 1996 
Building Community Today – August 22, 1999



alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been
revealed.”
 
In the Scripture, worship arises from a heart in love with God, and is expressed through the body.
 Outward actions alone are not worship – but nor are inward desires alone worship.  True worship
occurs when the body accurately expresses the desires of a heart that is overflowing with praise and
worship to God.
 
John 4:23-24 “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and
his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”
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For this reason, the Scripture lists a variety of ways we may use our bodies to express worship to
God.  These include singing, kneeling, shouting, dancing, lifting our hands, clapping, playing
instruments, and quietly waiting before the Lord.  Each of these may be done at appropriate times to
express our devotion to God.
 
Colossians 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to
God.”

 
Psalm 95:6 “Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.”
 
Psalm 100:1 “Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.”
 
Psalm 134:2 “Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the LORD.”  
 
Psalm 150:4 “praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute.”
 
Psalm 47:1 “Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.”
 
Psalm 46:10 “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted
in the earth.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
B. Discipleship

 
The church is also called to disciple its members.  The Great Commission does not merely call for us
to preach the Gospel – it also calls us to make disciples of everyone who comes to faith.
 

Teaching Tapes Available for Further Study on Worship:
 
The Feast of True Joy: Worship – June 11, 2000 
Singing As Worship to God – May 19, 1996



 
The church is also called to disciple its members.  The Great Commission does not merely call for us
to preach the Gospel – it also calls us to make disciples of everyone who comes to faith.
 
Matthew 28:19-20 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

NOTES:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________
___________________________
______________________________________________________
___________________________

To effectively make disciples, we must learn the commands of Christ and then help one another to
apply them in our daily lives.  This is why we stress the teaching of Scripture and the building of
close relationships – so that we can grow into the image of Christ.  In fact, this is the primary task of
church leaders – to equip the saints so that they can carry on the work of ministry.
 
Ephesians 4:11-12 “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, so
that the body of Christ may be built up.”
 
However, leaders are not the only ones involved in making disciples.  Each believer is called to
mature in Christ, and to help others to mature as well.  This will require that each of us develop a
close walk with Christ, and that we build close relationships with one another so that we can help
each other grow in our faith.
 
Colossians 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to
God.”
 
Hebrews 5:12 “In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you
the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food!”
 
Hebrews 3:13 “But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you
may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.”
 
Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage
one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
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Teaching Tapes Available for Further Study on Discipleship:
 
The Purpose of the Church: Discipleship – November 3, 1996 
Vital Signs of A Healthy Church: The Importance of Loving Church Discipline

– November 24, 1996
Spiritual Gifts: The Church in Action – April 25, 1999
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C. Outreach
 

The church is also called to reach out and minister to those outside of God’s kingdom.  This is part of
the Great Commission and it must be taken seriously by every believer and local church.
 
Mark 16:15 “He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.’”
 
This includes two main types of outreach: evangelism, which ministers the Gospel to the meet the
spiritual needs of those who do not know God; and social ministry, which ministers to the physical
needs of the individuals and community around us.  Often these are put in opposition to one another,
but in the Scripture they go hand in hand.  The choice of either evangelism or social ministry is a
false dilemma: we must do both.
 
1. Evangelism

 
We must reach out to the lost with the Good News of Christ.  One key way that Bay Ridge
Christian Church does this is through significant support of missions work.  Our church has
vowed before the Lord to give at least 12% of all tithes and offerings to missions work being
done by others.  We are also committed to praying for our missionaries during each Sunday
meeting, and to encouraging church members to pray for our missionaries on a daily basis.  
 
Colossians 4:3-4 “And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we
may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it
clearly, as I should.”
 
A list of the missionaries we currently support may be found in section 12 of this binder.  These
missionaries serve in a variety of capacities, both in the U.S. and overseas.  Many of them are
reaching areas where there has been little penetration of the Gospel.  It is imperative that the
church have a passion to reach those who are perishing without God with the Gospel of God’s
grace so that they too may believe and join us in worship around God’s throne.
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Romans 10:14-15 “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can
they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone
preaching to them? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, ‘How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’”
 
Revelation 7:9-10 “After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in
front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their
hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice:  ‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb.’”  
 
However, we must do more than help others to reach the lost with the Gospel.  We must also
proclaim it with our own mouths.  Each believer needs to build relationships and look for
opportunities to be used by God in reaching the lost around them with the Good News of Christ.
 
Colossians 4:5-6 “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may
know how to answer everyone.”
 
1 Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer
to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect.”
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________
___________________________
______________________________________________________
___________________________

2. Social ministry
 

Teaching Tapes Available for Further Study on Missions & Evangelism:
 
The Great Commission Today – October 1, 1995 
The Great Commission in Three Part Harmony – October 8, 1995 
Evangelism In A Gospel Saturated Culture – November 28, 1999
Sharing the Gospel Effectively – February 20, 2000 



___________________________
2. Social ministry

 
We must also reach out to meet the physical and emotional needs of the people and community
around us.  If we do not meet the physical needs of people, they will often ignore our message
regarding their deeper spiritual needs.  Additionally, God expects His people to show compassion
and meet the needs of those around them in practical ways.  Therefore, the church must actively
reach out and minister to those around her.
 
1 John 3:17-18 “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity
on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue
but with actions and in truth.”
 
James 1:27 “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after
orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”
 
Isaiah 58:6-7 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:
to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break
every yoke?
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—
when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?”
 
To accomplish this, the church supports missionaries and groups working in social ministry, and
we actively work within individuals and the community at large to help with the practical needs
of those around us.
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III.  GOALS
 

If our mission is to make disciples we need to ask ourselves - What does a disciple look like? We have
stated nine goals that we believe describe what should characterize the life of disciples of Christ.  These
help us stay on track and measure our progress.

 

Teaching Tapes Available for Further Study on Social Ministry:
 
The Sin of Mistreating the Poor – November 19, 2000 
The Sin of Injustice in the Legal System – November 26, 2000
The Call for Social Justice – February 18, 2001 



stated nine goals that we believe describe what should characterize the life of disciples of Christ.  These
help us stay on track and measure our progress.

 
A. Relationship with God - Through an ongoing relationship with God, we would live in the full good of

His grace towards us as we follow Him.  
 

John 17:3  “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom you have sent.”

 
Psalm 27:4 “One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the
LORD and to seek him in his temple.”

 
B. Sound doctrine - We would know the Bible and be able to accurately apply it's truths in daily living.
 

2 Timothy 2:15  “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not
need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”

 
C. Character - We would daily grow to be more like Jesus in our attitudes and actions.
 

Romans 8:29  “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”
 

D. Family life - Our family life would be biblically ordered and have it's proper place in the entire scope
of our lives.

 
Colossians 3:18-21  “Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your
wives and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the
Lord. 21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.”
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E. Single life - Our singles would take their biblical place in service and relationships in all areas of their
lives.
 
1 Corinthians 7:32-35  “I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned
about the Lord's affairs--how he can please the Lord. 33 But a married man is concerned about the
affairs of this world--how he can please his wife-- 34 and his interests are divided. An unmarried
woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord's affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both
body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the affairs of this world--how she can
please her husband. 35 I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in
a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.”
 



please her husband. 35 I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in
a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.”
 

F. Relationships - We would both give and receive the love of God as we walk out His plans for us with
those He has brought into our lives.

 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12  “Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: 10 If
one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!
11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? 12 Though
one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”
 

G. Serving - We would joyfully use all the blessings God has given us to bless others in the way He
directs.
 
1 Peter 4:10  “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully
administering God's grace in its various forms.”

 
H. Reaching the lost - We would consistently witness the gospel in both word and deed.

 
2 Corinthians 5:18-19  “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave
us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not
counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”
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I. Church growth - We would be devoted to seeing new believers and unchurched believers incorporated
into the local church and to seeing new churches planted.

 
Acts 2:47b  “And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”

 
IV.  PURPOSE OF THE CLASS
 

A.  Every disciple of Jesus Christ must walk out his commitment in the context of a local church. We've
designed this class to help you discern if God has placed you in Bay Ridge Christian Church.

 
B. We should make an intelligent commitment.  We should be convinced the church’s beliefs are fully

biblical.  (Begin with the “Bay Ridge Christian Church Statement of Faith” which is located in
section 12 of this notebook.) 

 
C. We should make our commitment in faith, convinced that this is the church where God wants us to

walk out our life in him.
 

D. Our commitment should include:
 



walk out our life in him.
 

D. Our commitment should include:
 

1. Doctrinal understanding
 

2. Relational involvement
 

3. Participation in service
 
4. Participation in giving

 
 
V. FORMAT OF THE CLASS
 

A. Sundays 9:15-10:15 - except holiday weekends or as announced.  Beginning dates will be as
announced.

B. 9:00 – 9:15 – Refreshments
C. 9:15-10:15 - teaching (begins 9:15 sharp)
D. The class meets for 11 consecutive weeks (except as noted in “A” above).
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VI. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE COURSE
 

A. Attendance:  those seeking membership must attend at least eight of the eleven sessions outlined in
the notebook to be eligible for membership. Please seek to arrive at class by 9:00 a.m. Attendance
will be taken prior to 9:15 a.m.

B. Reading:  we will not cover all the addenda and other printed materials in the class. We strongly
encourage you to read everything included in the notebook or distributed in class.

C. Information: to help us guide you through the membership process, please fill out the appropriate
forms as the class progresses. These include:

 
1. Registration Form
 
2. Membership Profile

 
3. Pastoral Recommendation Form


D. What to do about missed classes

 
1. You may miss up to three classes and still complete the course by listening to audiotapes.

These must be completed prior to your pastoral interview. Tapes are available from the church
office. Simply fill out a tape request form (located in the rear pocket of this binder) and put it
in the offering plate on Sunday morning.



1. You may miss up to three classes and still complete the course by listening to audiotapes.
These must be completed prior to your pastoral interview. Tapes are available from the church
office. Simply fill out a tape request form (located in the rear pocket of this binder) and put it
in the offering plate on Sunday morning.

 
2. If you miss more than three classes, you must make them up during the next series of classes

prior to becoming a member, unless an elder approves otherwise.
 
VII. THE MISSION AND STRUCTURE OF BAY RIDGE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 

A.  Mission Statement:  to glorify God by being a biblically based, Christ-centered, caring
community.

 
B. God has given us a variety of means to fulfill this mission:
 

1. Sunday morning worship
 
2. Small groups

 
a.  See Small Group Directory in section 12.
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b. Call the office or speak to an elder if you need some help in finding a small group.
 

3. Fellowship, prayer and training gatherings
 

a. Provide specialized teaching and activities.  
b. These meetings will occur as the leadership determines there is a need for special prayer,

teaching and fellowship.
 

4. Ministry Teams
 

a. Provide a context so that each of us has the opportunity to serve effectively.
b. Covered in detail in Lesson 9.

 
C.  Leadership and direction for the church is provided by a team of elders led by the Senior Pastor.

 The elders are:
 

1. Senior Pastor: Bret Hicks
 
2. Elders:  

Don Parlett Sr.
Tom Parlett Sr.

 
D. The elders are also assisted by various ministry leaders who oversee various groups within the

church under the direction of the elders.  These include:
 

1. Church Council (assists elders with practical ministry concerns such as budget, grounds
maintenance, etc.):  



 
1. Church Council (assists elders with practical ministry concerns such as budget, grounds

maintenance, etc.):  
Jeff Hook
Duke McClure
Jim Roulhac
Greg Younger
Ronnie Younger

 
2. Worship team leader:  Tom Parlett, Jr.


3. Celebrate Recovery (Christ centered 12 step ministry):

Don Wheeler
 
4. Kingdom Safari Director:  Linda Anderson

Jessica Dukes (3-4 year olds)
Linda Anderson (5-9 year olds)
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5. Nursery Director: Kyle Sleeper
 
6. Kitchen & fellowship ministry: Nellie Parlett

 
VIII. HOW TO BECOME A MEMBER OF BAY RIDGE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 

A. Successfully complete the class “Walking Together”.
 

B. Attend Sunday morning worship.
 
C. Visit small groups until you can find one to

which you can commit yourself.
 

D. Explore areas of service and get involved.
 

E. Meet with the pastor to discuss membership.
 

F. Be introduced during Sunday morning worship.
 
 

IX. CHILDREN
 
A. Child care is available during the class.
 
B. Children of adult members are considered members until they attain the age of 18.  At which

time they must follow the procedures outlined in the previous section, “How to become a member
of Bay Ridge Christian Church.”

 



time they must follow the procedures outlined in the previous section, “How to become a member
of Bay Ridge Christian Church.”

 
 
X. OVERVIEW OF “WALKING TOGETHER”
 

A. The material is introductory, not comprehensive.
 

B. If you have questions or disagreement with any of the points covered, make sure you discuss it
with a elder or the pastor--in your interview at the latest.

 
C. We are attempting to present a balance of biblically-based doctrine and principle, as well as

practices that arise from those doctrines and principles.
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